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SoyPAC is an important

national soy advocacy tool. "
The ASA SoyPAC is the only political action committee
representing the interests of solely soybean growers. FogA iz
SoyPAC provides ASA with resources that help support
candidates who champion soybean farmer priorities. Budget &
Appropriations

The list of issues affecting agriculture and soybeans is long and

diverse. ASA staff work year-round to respond to these issues.

For more than 100 years, ASA has led efforts to
advocate for U.S. soybean farmers on policy and trade.

-~ American Soybean

Learn more about how SoyPAC advances ASA’s mission Association

by visiting SoyGrowers.com/soypac

SoyPAC funds raised are for the benefit of political candidates and activities on a national level that support the soybean industry. Contributions to SoyPAC are voluntary and you have the right to refuse to contribute without reprisal. Your contribution to SoyPAC
must be personal—not corporate. Maximum annual individual contribution to SoyPAC is $5,000. Contributions to SoyPAC are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. Any suggested amounts are suggestions only and not
enforceable; more or less than the suggested amount may be given; the amount given by the contributor, or the refusal to give, will not benefit or disadvantage the person being solicited. Federal law requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report
the name, mailing address, occupation and name of the employer of individuals whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar year. Under federal law, only U.S. Citizens and Lawful Permanent Residents (i.e., green card holders) may contribute to SoyPAC.
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If there is one thing this summer
has reinforced for me, it is that
agriculture is a relationship
industry.

Over the past several months,
| have had the opportunity to
travel across the country and
around the world representing the
American Soybean Association
(ASA) and U.S. soybean farmers.
From Japan and the Philippines to
Colombia, and from Washington,
D.C., to Raleigh, Chicago, Indiana,
and lowa, those travels have
brought me together with farmers,
customers, industry partners, and
agricultural leaders who all have a
stake in the future of our industry.

The locations and conversations
have been different, but the
takeaway has been consistent: we
accomplish more when we work
together.

That collaboration starts within
the soy family. This summer, ASA
joined leaders from the United
Soybean Board, U.S. Soybean
Export Council, state soybean
organizations, and industry
partners to discuss challenges and
opportunities ahead, from biomass-
based diesel and new uses for U.S.
soy to international markets and
ways we can better coordinate to
serve soybean farmers.

In September, soybean
farmers joined other commodity
and agricultural organizations
in Washington to reinforce
agriculture’s priorities as Congress
continued its work on the farm bill.
Our message has always been and
will continue to be that farmers

need a strong, modern farm bill
that reflects the realities we face
on our farms today. Agriculture’s
voice is stronger when the
industry comes together around
policies that keep farms and rural
communities prosperous.

The importance of relationships
is just as clear when we look
beyond our borders.

In Japan and the Philippines, |
had the privilege of celebrating
decades-long relationships with
customers of U.S. soy. In Bogota,
| met with soybean processors,
poultry industry representatives,
and others who depend on reliable
access to quality feed ingredients.
Export markets are not built
overnight. They are built through
years of showing up, listening,
and proving that U.S. farmers are
dependable partners.

That is especially important as
trade policies and negotiations
continue to evolve. Strong
relationships with trading partners
and reliable access to markets
around the world are critical to

ASA President Scott Metzger and USSEC Chair Mike McCranie shared their insights on sustainability during a seminar in

Japan this summer. Photo courtesy of USSEC.
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Scott Metzger, ASA President

the long-term success of U.S.
agriculture. ASA will continue
advocating for opportunities that
allow U.S. soybeans to compete
globally.

There are plenty of challenges
facing agriculture right now, and
no organization or commodity
can tackle them alone. Whether
we are advocating for farm policy,
building domestic demand, or
expanding international markets,
collaboration, and partnership
matter.



SoyPAC 101

Decisions made in Washington can
have a direct impact on soybean
farmers - from trade and biofuels to
the farm bill, crop protection tools,
and other policies that affect the farm
economy. SoyPAC gives soybean
growers another way to engage

with the policymakers making those
decisions and strengthen the
industry’s voice in Washington.

ASA’'s SoyPAC is the only
political action committee
solely dedicated to
representing the interests
of soybean growers across
the United States. It is funded
entirely by voluntary contributions
from ASA members, which are used
to support federal candidates who
champion soybean farmer priorities.

When you join SoyPAC, you are
supporting soy priorities, helping
strengthen ASA’s seat at the policy
and regulatory table, and ensuring
soybean farmers have a strong,
collaborative national voice with
decision-makers in D.C.

SoyPAC is a nonpartisan organization
that supports both Republican and
Democratic candidates for the U.S.
House and Senate. Not all candidates
who receive contributions will agree with
ASA on every issue or hold positions
that identically mirror those of the soy
industry. Rather, SoyPAC is a valuable
advocacy tool that helps ASA build and
maintain relationships with policymakers
who are positioned to make critical
decisions affecting agriculture and
soybean farmers.

Determining where SoyPAC
can have the greatest impact is an
ongoing process. ASA staff continually
monitor the issues and priorities that
matter to soybean farmers, as well
as the policymakers and committees
positioned to influence those issues.
That broader picture helps inform how

By Andrew Cyphers
ASA SoyPAC Manager

£ e ) u
S oy P AC ASA Ringmen at the SoyPAC “Tailgating in San Antonio” auction during the 2026 Commodity Classic.

SoyPAC resources can be
used strategically to advance
the interests of ASA members and
the soybean industry.

That also means looking at the full
scope of a policymaker’s work and
relationship with ASA. A SoyPAC
recipient may disagree with ASA on a
particular issue while being an important
partner on other soybean priorities.
Maintaining those relationships is an
important part of effective advocacy.
SoyPAC considers the broader interests
of soybean farmers and the organization
rather than evaluating a candidate based
on a single vote, position, or issue.

Those relationships extend beyond
a contribution. ASA staff draw on
SoyPAC funds to build and maintain
relationships with key policymakers
at political events both in and out
of Washington. Whenever possible,

ASA joins with industry partners on
agriculture-specific events to maximize
the impact of SoyPAC contributions.

All SoyPAC members are also invited

to attend events throughout the year.
These interactions help reinforce a
personal connection to how decisions in

Washington impact daily life on the farm.

In addition to attending political
events on behalf of ASA, SoyPAC
members receive a quarterly newsletter

detailing ASA’s advocacy efforts and

are invited to participate in various
webinars and in-person meetings with
soy champions throughout the year. ASA
members interested in joining SoyPAC
are encouraged to attend the annual
SoyPAC Auction held during Commodity
Classic. Prospective members may also
contact Andrew Cyphers at acyphers@
soy.org for more information about
supporting the PAC.

SoyPAC is governed by a board of
ASA directors and SoyPAC bylaws.
Contributions to candidates are
considered and approved by the
SoyPAC Board before any expenditure
is made. In addition to its bylaws, the
fund is registered with the Federal
Election Commission and transparently
run according to FEC’s regulations.
Contributors and contributions are
publicly available on the FEC website at
fec.gov.

Federal law prohibits requesting a
specific action in exchange for a PAC
contribution, and giving to an individual
lawmaker does not guarantee access
or specific action. ASA members can
voluntarily give up to $5,000 per year
to SoyPAC from their personal, not
corporate, account. Anyone can decline
to give without fear of reprisal, and
contributions are not tax-deductible.
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By Blair Shipp
ASA State Policy Communications Coordinator

David Johanson Brings a Career in Trade to ASA

After years of working on trade
investigations covering everything
from steel and chemicals to home
appliances, David Johanson is ready
to narrow his focus.

Johanson joined ASA in
September as international trade
advisor after nearly 15 years at the
U.S. International Trade Commission,
including two full terms as chairman.
At ITC, he worked on investigations
involving hundreds of products, with
agricultural products occasionally
among them. His new role gives him
the opportunity to concentrate on
soybean trade, returning to an area
that was a major focus earlier in his
careet.

Before joining ITC, Johanson spent
nearly nine years as international
trade counsel for the U.S. Senate
Committee on Finance. There, he
handled agricultural trade issues
for Sen. Chuck Grassley of lowa,
with soybeans as part of his daily
portfolio. Earlier in his career,
Johanson practiced international
trade law, primarily representing
agricultural groups. ASA was among
his clients, and his work for the
association included issues involving
World Trade Organization rules and
trade in GMO soybeans.

Johanson has always enjoyed
agricultural trade work, and the
opportunity to focus deeply on one
industry was part of what drew him
to ASA.

There is plenty to focus on.
Johanson describes the current
trade situation for soybean growers
as challenging, with trade policies in

David Johanson during his September travels in Ireland.

flux and new tariffs being enacted
every few months. He also sees the
potential for progress that could
benefit growers. He hopes his work
at ASA can help advance long-
term market access and greater
predictability for U.S. soy exports.

Johanson knows that progress on
trade issues in Washington can be
a lengthy process. Meetings, phone
calls, Zoom calls, and emails are
part of laying the groundwork, but
he places particular importance on
soybean farmers making their own
positions known to Congress and the
administration.

He credits ASA and its members
with consistently communicating the
importance of international trade to
U.S. soybean farmers and encourages
growers to continue participating in
fly-ins, contacting policymakers, and
sharing their concerns. Johanson is
looking forward to joining growers
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in advocating for trade policies that
benefit the industry.

Outside the office, Johanson enjoys
the outdoors and studying foreign
languages. An Eagle Scout whose two
sons are also Eagle Scouts, he spent
more than a decade as a Cub Scout
and Boy Scout leader and estimates
he has spent hundreds of nights
sleeping in a tent. Just before starting
at ASA, he spent a week hiking a
difficult stretch of the Appalachian
Trail in New Hampshire.

Johanson also speaks Spanish and
has picked up Portuguese and French.
His interest in languages began after
discovering on a trip to Mexico at age
20 that he could put the Spanish he
had studied in school to use.

For Johanson, joining ASA means
returning to the agricultural trade
work he has enjoyed throughout his
career, now with the opportunity to
concentrate on the needs of soybean
growers. He is looking forward to
spending time with farmers, hearing
their concerns, and working alongside
them as ASA addresses the trade
challenges facing the industry.
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Midterms Put Agriculture in the Spotlight

When voters head to the polls Nov. 3,
they will determine more than which
party controls Congress. For soybean
farmers, the 2026 midterm elections
will also help determine who shapes
federal agricultural policy over the next
two years.

All 435 House seats and 35 Senate
seats are on the ballot, with narrow
margins in both chambers putting
increased attention on competitive
races. For soybean growers, several
contests are particularly relevant
because they involve current
Agriculture Committee members,
retirements, open seats, and lawmakers
involved in agricultural policy.

One change is already certain. The
top Democrats on both congressional
agriculture committees are leaving
Congress. Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-
MN), ranking member of the Senate
Agriculture Committee, is running
for governor. Rep. Angie Craig (D-

MN), ranking member of the House
Agriculture Committee, will also depart
Congress after losing the Democratic
primary for Minnesota’s open U.S.
Senate seat. Their departures mean
both committees will have a new top
Democrat in the next Congress. If
Democrats win control of a chamber,
that lawmaker would be positioned

to lead its agriculture committee as
chair. If Republicans retain control, the
top Democrat would serve as ranking
member. Committee leadership on the
Republican side could also change
depending on election outcomes and
decisions made within each conference.

Minnesota will see additional turnover
with the retirement of Sen. Tina Smith
(D-MN), another Senate Agriculture
Committee member. Lt. Gov. Peggy
Flanagan (D) and Michele Tafoya (R) are
competing for the open seat.

lowa will also see significant change.
Sen. Joni Ernst (R-1A) is retiring, creating

an open Senate seat and another
departure from the Senate Agriculture
Committee. Rep. Ashley Hinson (R-1A)
and State Rep. Josh Turek (D-1A) are
competing to succeed her.

Several House races in lowa also
involve lawmakers who work closely on
agricultural policy. Zach Nunn (R-1A), a
House Agriculture Committee member,
faces state Sen. Sarah Trone Garriott (D-
IA) in the 3rd District. In the 1st District,
Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-1A)
again faces Christina Bohannan (D-1A)
after their 2024 race was decided by
799 votes.

Two more lowa districts will have
new representation. Hinson’s Senate
campaign leaves the 2nd District open,
where state Rep. Lindsay James (D)
faces former state Rep. Joe Mitchell (R).
Rep. Randy Feenstra (R-1A) gave up
his 4th District seat to run for governor
but lost the Republican primary. Chris
McGowan (R) and former state Rep.
Dave Dawson (D) are competing to
succeed Feenstra.

Agriculture Committee membership is
also a factor in Wisconsin. Rep. Derrick
Van Orden (R-WI), a House Agriculture
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By Blair Shipp
ASA State Policy Communications Coordinator

Committee member, faces Rebecca
Cooke (D-WI) in a rematch for the 3rd
District.

Other Senate contests will also draw
attention. In Michigan, Abdul El-Sayed
(D) faces Mike Rogers (R) for the Senate
seat of retiring Sen. Gary Peters (D-MI).
In Ohio, Sen. Jon Husted (R-OH) faces
former Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH).

These are only some of the races
soybean farmers will be watching.
Regardless of which party controls
Congress, new members, committee
assignments, and leadership will shape
debates over the farm economy, trade,
biofuels, crop protection, taxes, and
federal farm policy.

Once the ballots are counted, ASA
will continue working across party
lines with returning and newly elected
lawmakers to ensure soybean farmers
have a voice as the 120th Congress
takes shape.

Disclaimer: ASA’s political action
committee (SoyPAC) supports
Congressional candidates who
champion soybean farmer priorities,
including all incumbent candidates
referenced in this article.
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By Tracy Snider
ASA Executive Director of Industry & State Relations

Why Partnerships Matter

While some days on the farm are

spent solo with large machines,
computers, and a ton of time on the
phone, agriculture has never been

a business of isolation. The work at

the American Soybean Association

and our soybean farmers’ success is
connected to a much larger network
every day! From the people and
technology needed to develop traits for
seed and crop protection products to
equipment manufacturers, agronomists,
cooperatives, commodity buyers,
technology companies, and researchers,
industry partnerships matter.

At ASA, our industry partners provide
more than financial support. They
bring knowledge, technology, market
insight, and perspectives that help us
better understand the challenges and
opportunities facing soybean farmers.
Just as important, these relationships
give the industry a stronger connection
to the farmers at the center of the
agricultural value chain.

Our newest and returning partners
represent just how broad that
connection can be.

Field Logic Agronomy joined this
year as an Innovation to Market (12M)
JumpStart Corporate member, which is a
level of membership specifically designed
for start-ups. They bring a boots-on-
the-ground agronomic perspective, and
Jacob Kibbons joined us at Farmer Forum
to speak this August. Meristem represents
innovation in crop inputs and biological
solutions. They joined ASA as a SoyPAC
sponsor and new partner in FY26. New

//MERISTEM|
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Industry Partners connected with farmers and discussed current issues at Farmer Forum.

donor CLAAS connects the industry to
advanced equipment and harvesting
technology, and Atticus brings expertise
from the crop protection sector. Louis
Dreyfus Company offers a global
perspective on agricultural markets and
the movement of commodities from the
farm to customers around the world.

ASA is also pleased to welcome
the NSF ND AgriTech Incubator,
which represents the next generation
of agricultural innovation and the
entrepreneurs working to solve
tomorrow’s challenges. The NSF ND
AgriTech Incubator joined I2M this year.

CHS is a returning industry partner,
reminding us that strong relationships
can evolve over time. A returning partner
is an opportunity to build on an existing
relationship, find new areas of common
ground, and continue the conversation
about where soy is headed among
industry and farmer leaders alike.

While each of these organizations
are different, their call to join ASA is the
same - and that’s the point! Industry
partners join ASA to work with our

#

1.
S
o

farmer leadership and stay in-the-know.

The soybean industry is influenced
by many different forces, and no single
company or organization has all the
answers. Bringing diverse perspectives
to the table helps ASA better
understand what is happening across
agriculture and identify opportunities to
collaborate.

For soybean farmers, the value of
these partnerships is ultimately about
connection. It is about making sure the
farmer’s voice is part of conversations
about technology, markets, innovation,
and the future of agriculture and making
sure ASA understands the perspectives
of the businesses and innovators
working throughout the value chain.

Industry partnerships are not simply
about putting another logo on a page.
They are about building relationships
that make the soybean industry stronger,
more connected, and better prepared for
what comes next. If you're interested in
learning more about joining ASA as an
industry partner, contact Tracy Snider
via email at tsnider@soy.org.
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HARVEST HAS ITS OWN
SOUNDTRACK. From
podcasts and favorite teams on

the radio to songs that bring
back memories of riding in the
tractor as a kid, what fills the

cab can be as varied as the

farmers behind the wheel.

We asked three ASA farmer
leaders to share what’s keeping
them company through the long
days of harvest. Their answers

span everything from Mozart

to Métley Criie, ’90s pop to

hardcore rock, with plenty of
podcasts, sports, and nostalgia

in between.

-03:46

By Blair Shipp, ASA State Policy Communications Coordinator

(11 Nothing makes you feel like a

fighter pilot at 4 mph. §y

DEREK HELMS | ARKANSAS
NOW PLAYING: Johnny Cash «
Jason Boland ¢ Bob Seger * Chris
LeDoux * Métley Crle « Buddy Holly
e The Doors * The Rolling Stones

» Fleetwood Mac ¢ Ernest Tubb
Wagner ¢ Mozart

Derek Helms keeps his AirPods
in during harvest, but what comes
through them is anyone’s guess.

“I'm pretty eclectic when it comes
to music,” he said.

His rotation can jump from Johnny
Cash and classic rock to Motley Crle,
Ernest Tubb, and even Wagner and
Mozart. But when Helms needs some
extra motivation, one song stands
above the rest: Kenny Loggins’
“Danger Zone.”

10 I FALL 2026 1 American Soybean

Derek Helms

Helms also mixes podcasts and
audiobooks into his harvest days. His
regular rotation includes agricultural
podcasts SharkFarmer, RealAg, and
Barn Talk, along with Bear Grease,
an Arkansas-centric show covering
everything from Southern culture to
the outdoors.

A self-described “history
nerd,” Helms also gravitates
toward books and podcasts

about the Vietnam War and
veterans’ experiences.
His harvest soundtrack
also has roots much further
back. Helms remembers
riding on the hump of an

International 1486 as a kid,
“banging my head” while his dad
played 1960s rock 'n’ roll and ‘80s
country. Twice a day, the music
stopped for the news and Paul
Harvey’s “The Rest of the Story.”

And on football Fridays, there’s
another tradition: “Brandy (You’re a
Fine Girl)” by Looking Glass, his alma
mater’s fight song.

“Strange, | know, but you double
the speed and you’ll be ready to run
through a brick wall at the end of
harvest.”

JORDAN SCOTT | SOUTH DAKOTA
COUNTRY MUSIC? Not a chance.

“NOT country music!” Jordan
Scott said when asked what’s playing
during harvest.

Instead, Scott’s rotation includes
’90s hip-hop, pop-punk, and classic
rock, along with plenty of comedy



podcasts. Kill Tony, Your Mom’s
House, and 2 Bears, 1 Cave are among
his favorites, while The Joe Rogan

TANNER JOHNSON | WISCONSIN
DAYTIME: Podcasts

EVENING: Music

LATE NIGHT: Turn it up.

Experience makes the rotation when
there’s a guest who catches his
interest.

When he needs to get going, Scott
Tanner Johnson’s harvest

soundtrack gets progressively
heavier as the day gets longer.

During the day, podcasts about
sports, markets, and comedly fill
the gaps between phone calls
with friends, family, and neighbors.
Once evening rolls around, Johnson
switches to music.

“l enjoy a very wide variety of
music, but the later into the season
and the later into the evening, the
more rock and hardcore music I'll

3«

turns to Guns N’ Roses’ “Welcome
to the Jungle.” That tune actually

predates his time in the tractor.

Most of the time, Scott chooses listen to.”

between music and podcasts, but
there’s one thing that takes priority.
“If the Cubs are playing, I'm
listening to that for sure.”
And the artist he
associates with farming?
Hall & Oates.
Or, as Scott puts it:
“hauling oats.”

GUILTY PLEASURE: '90s pop.
*NSYNC, Hanson, and the Backstreet
Boys all find their way into Scott’s
earbuds during harvest.

WHAT’S YOUR HARVEST SOUNDTRACK?

Share on social media and tag ASA!

f O M X
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LONG-DAY
ANTHEM: “BY.O.B.”
by System of a Down

There are only a couple of occasions
when Johnson turns on the radio.
Otherwise, it’s podcasts until he runs
out of them, then music from there.
And when it comes to the artist that
simply sounds like harvest, Johnson
has one answer: Tom Petty & the
Heartbreakers.

“Can’t really explain it, but Tom
Petty & the Heartbreakers.”




JULY HILL VISITS

ASA, the National Oilseed Processors Association, and CropLife America hosted a reception at
the Hart Senate Office Building in D.C. in July. The event provided an opportunity for soybean
and oilseed leaders and staff, industry partners, media, legislators, and Hill staff to connect.
Pictured from left: ASA Director Mike Koehne (IN) and ASA Vice President Dave Walton (IA)
and his wife, Paula, visited with Congressman Jim Baird (R-IN) at the Soy Industry Reception.

Jamie Beyer

USMCA TESTIMONY

ASA Executive Committee member and Minnesota soybean farmer Jamie Beyer
testified before the U.S. House Agriculture Committee during a hearing on “Agricultural
Perspectives on the Future of the USMCA,” highlighting the critical importance of the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) to U.S. soybean farmers and urging
policymakers to maintain long-term certainty for American agriculture.
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Soy leaders gathered in D.C. as ASA held its annual July board meeting, in addition
to visits with lawmakers and the administration on Capitol Hill. Photos left to right:
ASA Vice President Dave Walton (IA), ASA Secretary Jordan Scott (SD), and ASA
Treasurer Tanner Johnson (WI) met with Senate Ag Committee Chair John Boozman
(R-AR). Members of the ASA Executive Committee joined Minnesota soy leaders with
Senate Ag Committee Ranking Chair Amy Klobuchar (D-MN). Mid-Atlantic Soybean
Association met with Congressman Andy Harris (R-MD). ASA CEO Stephen Censky
and members of ASA’s Executive Committee met with USDA Deputy Secretary
Stephen Vaden. Wisconsin soybean leaders visited the office of Rep. Derrick Van
Orden (R-WI). ASA Director Summer Ory (IA) posed in front of the U.S. Capitol
before visits with her lawmakers. Minnesota Soybean Growers Association met with
House Ag Committee Ranking Member Angie Craig (D-MN).

usB

ASA President Scott Metzger (OH)
provided an update on behalf of the
association during the United Soybean
Board meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana.

FIELDS PROGRAM

In July, ASA Director John Comegys (DE) (far right) attended a press conference in
D.C. where USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins unveiled the FIELDS Program alongside EPA
Administrator Lee Zeldin and USDA Deputy Secretary Stephen Vaden.



AG VOICES

A select group of college students marked the 10th class to
complete the Ag Voices of the Future program, July 13-16, in
Washington, D.C. The program is sponsored by Valent USA
and ASA and gives college students an inside look at how
agricultural policies are made in Washington and careers
that impact ag policy. The class was held in conjunction
with ASA’s summer board meeting and Soy Issues Forum.

YOUNG LEADERS

Tenmembers of the 42nd Class of the ASA Corteva
Agriscience Young Leader program participated
in a third phase of training in Washington, D.C.
The program included participation in ASA’s
Board of Directors meeting and Soybean Issues
Forum, as well as Hill visits with the participants’
state delegations.

ASA CONSERVATION CHAMPIONS

ASA Conservation Champions met in Raleigh, North Carolina, where
they participated in the CTIC Conservation in Action Tour and connected
with more than 200 conservation and sustainability leaders from across
the country. Champions participating in the program included Charles
Atkinson (KS); Andy Bensend (WI); Brad and Joyce Doyle (AR); Alex
Forshach (TN); Laurie Isley (MI); Jake Kaderly (WI); Jim Martin (IL); and
LaVell Winsor (KS).

i2M

The ASA Innovation to Market (12M) Work Group met July 28-30 in Raleigh, North Carolina, bringing together industry representatives and farmer leaders, along with staff from ASA, USB, USSEC,
and state soybean organizations to discuss innovation, requlatory issues, and market acceptance for new seed and pesticide technologies.

BIOFUELS

ASA, in partnership with the lowa Soybean Association
and National Oilseed Processors Association, led
the Biomass-Based Diesel Industry Sustainability
Guardrails Workshop on May 27 in Berkeley, California.
Pictured from left: ASA’s Josh Rahm, NOPA's Ryan
Locke, and lowa Soybean Association’s Matt Herman.

SOY TRANSPORTATION

ASA participated in the Soy Transportation Coalition
summer meeting in Quebec City, Canada, providing
a federal policy update and touring the Port of
Quebec, Parrish & Heimbecker export terminal, and
Quebec & Gatineau (Genesee & Wyoming) rail yard.

JAPAN

CHINA

SOY CONNEXT {

More than 400 U.S. Soy customers from around the
world visited lllinois soybean farms during USSEC’s
Soy Connext where they learned about soybean
proauction, sustainability, identity preserved practices,
transportation, and the many uses of US. Soy.
Pictured: ASA Director Scott Gaffner (IL) snapped a
photo during a farm tour.

ECON ON THE FARM

ASA President Scott Metzger (OH) joined USSEC to celebrate two long-
standing partnerships - 70 years of collaboration between U.S. Soy and
Japan and 30 years of collaboration between U.S. Soy and the Philippines.
Pictured: Metzger (third from top left), along with USSEC and Japanese
partners celebrated in Tokyo. Photo credit: USSEC

ASA Director Mike Koehne (IN) (second from right)
attended the U.S.-China Agricultural Roundtable in
Zhengzhou and Beijing with USSEC.

Photo credit: USSEC
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The ASA Economics team visited ASA Director
Daryl Cates’ lllinois farm. Pictured from left: ASA
summer intern Taylor Gillit, ASA Economist Jacquie
Holland, ASA Chief Economist Scott Gerlt, and ASA
Senior Economist Omid Karami.



During a fly-in this fall, ASA Vice President Dave Walton (IA) met with Rep. Zach Nunn (R-IA)

to discuss farm bill and other top policy priorities.

While attending the biennial BNSF Ag Rail Business Council meeting in D.C. in September, ASA
Secretary Jordan Scott (SD) and ASA Treasurer Tanner Johnson (WI) had the opportunity to visit
with USDA Deputy Secretary Stephen Vaden and thank him again for his work to protect biomass-

based diiesel in small refinery exemption negotiations.

FARM PROGRESS

TOP: ASA Vice President Dave Walton (IA), ASA President Scott Metzger (OH), & ASA
CEO Stephen Censky sat down with The Wall Street Journal reporter Patrick Thomas
during the Farm Progress Show in lowa.

BOTTOM: Spotted at #FPS26: USDA Deputy Director, Office of Energy & Environmental
Policy Kate Zook, ASA CEQ Stephen Censky, USDA Under Secretary for Farm Production
& Conservation Richard Fordyce, and USDA Farm Service Agency Deputy Administrator
Jared Hagert visited during the show.
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ASA Director Drew Peterson (SD) spoke with agricultural media ahead of Hill meetings
in September.

1

BIOMASS-BASED DIESEL INITIATIVE

ASA, through its Biomass-Based Diesel Initiative (BBDI), participated in the 2026 Argus
North America LCFS, Biofuels & Carbon Markets Summit in Monterey, California, connecting
with industry regulators from California, New Mexico, Oregon, and Washington. ASA’s
Director of Government Affairs Josh Rahm also joined a sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
panel, bringing the feedstock producer and soybean industry perspective to discussions
on SAF and the broader biofuels landscape.



CLEAN FUELS ALLIANCE AMERICA

ASA leaders joined the Clean Fuels Alliance America Executive Committee to discuss opportunities to grow demand for U.S. soy and American-grown feedstocks in biodiesel, renewable

diesel, and sustainable aviation fuel.

CORTEVA TOUR

ASA President Scott Metzger (OH)
Joined Corteva Agriscience U.S. Industry
Affairs Leader Matt Rekeweg and others
for a tour of Corteva’s headquarters in
Johnston, lowa.

ASAAP

ASA President Scott Metzger (OH)
welcomed ASA Action Partnership
(ASAAP) members to the summer
ASAAP meeting in Fairport, New
York. The annual summer meeting
provided national and state soybean
growers, industry partners, and staff
the opportunity to focus on navigating
“Farmer Profitability in an Era of
Volatility” through discussions and
sessions on the soy industry’s current
issues and priorities. Special thanks
to speakers Susan Stroud, Dr. Mary
Kelly, Benjamin Fox, and CALS Dean
Ben Houlton; ASA Chairman Caleb
Ragland (KY), ASA Secretary Jordan
Scott (SD), and ASA Treasurer Tanner
Johnson (WI), who participated in
a panel discussion focused on the
Vision for Agricultural Policy; and
Colleen Klein with the New York Corn
& Soybean Growers Association for her
assistance with the planning of this
key stakeholder meeting.
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By Josh Rahm, ASA Director of Government Affairs

Building Markets Beyond the Farm: How the Biomass-Based Diesel Initiative is
Delivering Results for U.S. Soybean Farmers

When soybean farmers plant their
crops each spring, their focus is
understandably on weather, markets,
and producing the highest-quality
crop possible. Few are thinking about
a regulatory hearing in Sacramento,
a legislative meeting in Santa Fe, or
a parliamentary vote in Brussels. Yet
today, those decisions increasingly
influence the value of every bushel
grown across rural America.

As biofuels continue to play a
growing role in America’s energy
future, many of the policies shaping
demand for soybean oil are being
developed not only in Washington,
D.C., but also in state capitols,
regulatory agencies, and international
forums around the world. Recognizing
this changing landscape, the American
Soybean Association established
the Biomass-Based Diesel Initiative
(BBDI), a long-term strategy
dedicated to protecting, preserving,
and expanding markets for soybean-
based biodiesel and renewable diesel
through proactive state, federal, and
international policy engagement.

Over the past year, that investment
has delivered meaningful results.
Working alongside ASA farmer
leaders, affiliated state soybean
associations, industry partners,
renewable fuel producers,
processors, researchers, and coalition
organizations, the BBDI has helped
secure significant policy victories while
positioning soybean farmers as trusted
voices in conversations shaping the
future of low-carbon transportation
fuels. These accomplishments reflect
more than successful advocacy. They
demonstrate the value of building
relationships, leading with sound
science, and ensuring farmers have a
seat at the table before decisions are
made. Markets don’t simply happen,
they’re built. Every relationship
we establish, every coalition we
strengthen, and every conversation we

Josh Rahm met with Governor Newsom’s Office in Sacramento, California.

have with policymakers is ultimately
about creating stronger, more
sustainable demand for U.S. soybean
farmers.

California: Where the Future of
Clean Fuels is Being Written

Few states influence renewable
fuel policy more than California.
California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard
(LCFS) has become a model for
clean fuel programs across North
America. Decisions made there
increasingly shape policies in other
states, making California one of the
most important markets, and policy
arenas, for U.S. soybean growers.
Recognizing that importance, the
BBDI significantly expanded ASA’s
engagement throughout California
over the past year. Rather than
participating only during formal
rulemakings, ASA invested in
building long-term relationships with
legislators, regulators, environmental
agencies, Governor Gavin Newsom’s
administration, fuel producers,
agricultural organizations, ports,
refiners, transportation leaders, and
academic experts.
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The strategy was straightforward:
engage early, provide credible science,
understand stakeholders’ priorities,
and become a trusted resource
throughout the policymaking process.
That approach required extensive
travel across California, bringing
together diverse stakeholders through
meetings, workshops, technical
discussions, refinery and port visits,
and coalition-building efforts that
demonstrated how soybean-based
biodiesel and renewable diesel can
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
while strengthening rural economies,
supporting domestic manufacturing,
and improving America’s energy
security.

One of the year’s most significant
accomplishments came through
ASA’s leadership in helping secure
updated implementation guidance
for California’s LCFS Sustainability
Guardrails. Working closely with
the National Oilseed Processors
Association, renewable fuel producers,
and industry partners, ASA helped
ensure the final guidance recognizes
practical supply-chain documentation



and mass balance accounting rather
than requiring impossible field-level
traceability of individual soybeans.
The result provides long-awaited
regulatory certainty while maintaining
strong environmental integrity and

a practical, science-based solution
that protects investment throughout
the renewable fuels value chain,
helping preserve critical markets for
U.S. soybean farmers. Perhaps most
importantly, it reinforced an important
lesson: lasting policy victories are built
on trusted relationships developed
long before decisions are finalized.

Science Prevails in the
European Union

While California represented
one of the year’s most significant
domestic successes, another major
victory occurred thousands of miles
away. Earlier this year, the European
Parliament rejected a proposal
that would have unfairly penalized
soybean oil by effectively classifying
it as a high indirect land-use change
risk feedstock. Had the proposal
advanced, it could have significantly
reduced future opportunities for
soybean oil in European renewable
fuel markets despite overwhelming
scientific evidence demonstrating
U.S. soybean production differs
substantially from production
systems associated with deforestation
elsewhere in the world. Recognizing
the stakes, ASA worked alongside
the U.S. Soybean Export Council,
state soybean organizations, and
other international stakeholders
to advocate for policies grounded
in credible science rather than
broad assumptions. Together, the
coalition emphasized what U.S.
soybean farmers have demonstrated
for decades through continuous
improvement in productivity,
conservation, and sustainability: U.S.
soy should be evaluated based on its
own environmental performance. That
message resonated.

The European Parliament ultimately
rejected the proposal, preserving
valuable market opportunities for
U.S. soybean oil while reaffirming an
important principle that sustainability
and biofuel policy must recognize
regional differences and rely on
measurable science. The outcome also
highlighted the growing importance
of international engagement. Today’s
soybean markets are increasingly
global, making it essential for U.S.

farmers to have a strong voice
wherever policies affecting demand
are being developed.

Building Relationships
Across the States

California and Europe may have
captured many of the headlines,
but they represent only part of a
much broader strategy. Over the
past year, the BBDI has expanded
ASA’s engagement across states
evaluating clean fuel standards,
transportation decarbonization
strategies, renewable fuel incentives,
carbon accounting methodologies,
indirect land-use change, and
emerging opportunities for
biomass-based diesel, maritime, and
sustainable aviation fuel. Every state
presents different opportunities.
Some are developing entirely new
clean fuel programs while others
are refining existing policies or
modernizing regulations already in
place. In every case, the objective
remains the same: ensure soybean
farmers are represented before
decisions are finalized, not afterward.

Behind every policy success are
months of preparation, technical
analysis, coalition building, and
countless conversations with
policymakers, agency staff,
researchers, industry leaders, and
farmer advocates. Much of this
work occurs long before public
announcements are made, quietly
laying the foundation for future
victories. Farmer leadership remains
at the center of every effort. ASA’s
farmer leaders continue to bring
firsthand production experience
into policy discussions, helping
decision-makers understand how
regulatory choices affect farms,
rural communities, domestic
manufacturing, energy security, and
consumers alike. Their authentic
perspective remains one of ASA’s
greatest strengths.

Looking Ahead

The momentum is unmistakable.
Across the United States and
around the world, governments are
developing the next generation of
clean fuel policies. Biomass-based
diesel continues to grow. Sustainable
aviation fuel and the maritime sector
are creating new opportunities.
States continue exploring lower-
carbon transportation strategies
while international markets refine
sustainability standards that will shape

BY THE NUMBERS:

* Expanded ASA biofuels advocacy
from 2 to 15 jurisdictions over the
past year

* 77 ASA and state soybean
association policy engagement
letters across 9 jurisdictions

* Launched the inaugural BBDI
newsletter to enhance stakeholder
communications and elevate soy-
based biofuels advocacy

* Continued building numerous
strategic partnerships to protect and
expand market opportunities for
U.S. soybean oil in state, federal, and
international clean fuels policies

future trade. The work is far from
finished, but the recent successes
demonstrate what is possible when
soybean farmers invest in long-term
engagement rather than short-term
reactions.

Through the BBDI, ASA has built
a durable platform that combines
strategic advocacy, coalition building,
technical expertise, and farmer
leadership to advance policies that
strengthen demand for U.S. soy. Our
responsibility isn’t simply to respond
to policy. It is to help shape it before
decisions are made. When soybean
farmers are engaged early, armed with
sound science, and working together,
we create lasting opportunities for
agriculture.

Every bushel begins on a farm.
Increasingly, its future is also shaped
in committee rooms, regulatory
agencies, state capitals, and
international forums. ASA is ensuring
soybean farmers have a seat at
every one of those tables, protecting
today’s markets while creating the
opportunities that will drive demand
for generations to come. The recent
successes in California, Europe,
and across the states demonstrate
that when farmer leadership, sound
science, and strategic partnerships
come together, meaningful policy
outcomes follow. Through the
Biomass-Based Diesel Initiative, ASA
isn’t simply responding to change, it is
helping shape the future of soy-based
biofuels and creating lasting value for
U.S. soybean farmers.
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South Dakota farmer and ASA Secretary Jordan Scott says that simply showing up can help leaders make
important connections, build vital relationships, and have a lasting impact on the industry.

The American Soybean Association has
a long history, trusted reputation, and
deep relationships across the agriculture
industry and Washington, D.C. But when
it comes to influencing agricultural
policy, one of the most effective voices
on Capitol Hill is still that of the farmer.
That’s why farmer leaders on ASA’s
Board of Directors are committed to
ensuring the next generation of soybean
farmers are prepared to carry that
advocacy forward. With the support
of industry partners, ASA provides
opportunities through programs like
Young Leaders and Leadership At Its
Best for soybean farmers to grow their
advocacy skills and learn how to engage
with both lawmakers and media to
make their voices heard.

Several current ASA directors
say participating in ASA leadership
programs helped launch their paths
to advocacy. ASA Director and North
Dakota soybean farmer Brent Kohls
joined the North Dakota Soybean
Growers Association as a member in
2009 and then began participating

in leadership programs like Young
Leaders, Leadership At Its Best, and
Soybean Leadership Academy. In
December 2025, Kohls joined the ASA
Board of Directors.

“| chose to get involved on the
national level as an American Soybean
Association director to help tell our
story to ensure the sustainability and
financial success of farming. Many of us
as farmers want nothing more than to
be able to pass along a successful farm
operation to the next generation one
day. | want to do my part to make that
happen,” Kohls said.

Jamie Beyer, a soybean farmer from
Minnesota and an at-large member of
the ASA Executive Committee, said
she understood the importance of
preparing to become a farmer leader
and took advantage of the programs
offered to receive the training needed
to be a strong voice for the industry.

“] have learned that you have
to prepare yourself now for the
opportunities that will be offered in
the future,” she said. “You can’t learn
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how to give a solid radio interview
the day of the interview, so making
time now to participate in programs
such as Leadership At Its Best and
Young Leaders allows you to gain the
skills you will need for your next level
of leadership. Once you have had
some solid training, using your skKills
becomes fun.”

ASA Director of Industry Relations
Erin Glarner leads the ASA Corteva
Young Leaders program and said
she sees firsthand the growth and
confidence-building among farmers
training to become leaders. “It is very
rewarding to see aspiring farmer leaders
discover their voice and realize the
impact they can have in the agriculture
industry,” Glarner said. “They come
into the Young Leader program eager
to learn, and they leave with greater
confidence in their ability to represent
agriculture and make a difference.”

Another important step to becoming
an advocate for the industry is joining
your state association, which also gives
you membership to ASA.



({1 ASA directors are eager to help the younger
generation of farmers feel confident in their leadership
skills and to mentor those who will be the next
representatives for the soybean industry. L L)

just speaking for ourselves, but for the We shouldn’t expect someone to walk
thousands of our fellow farmers who are  into a boardroom already knowing how
relying on us to speak on their behalf.” to govern, advocate, or confidently
While getting involved at the national  use their voice. Someone created

level may be intimidating, the feeling of opportunities for me to learn those
success and knowing that you’re making  things, and now | believe part of my

a difference for your fellow responsibility as an established leader is
farmers is great motivation to helping create those opportunities for
become an engaged member. the people coming behind me.”

“I think specifically serving on The ASA Executive Committee and
ASA becomes addicting. It Board of Directors consist of farmer
is an effective organization, leaders who range from seasoned
so there is a great deal of veterans to those who are just beginning
personal satisfaction when their leadership journey, providing the

you can see the results of perfect situation to form relationships

your efforts,” Beyer said. “Just that help you learn and grow.
start by saying yes and quieting “I have learned that our industry is
that part of your brain that wants to packed with strong agricultural leaders

make excuses. You'll make friends along and that when you volunteer to serve
the way, and you will be surprised where  in the same circles as experienced
you end up.” advocates, there is no limit to what you

ASA directors are eager to help can learn or where you can go,” Beyer
“Because of farming demands, we the younger generation of farmers said.

know most growers can’t take the time feel confident in their leadership skills Brandenburg agreed and added that
to travel to meet with policymakers and to mentor those who will be the ASA involvement gives young farmers
themselves. That’s why your next representatives for the soybean access to information, experienced
membership is so important,” said Kohls.  industry. Kansas soybean farmer and leaders, policymakers, and “a network
“Strong membership gives strength to ASA Director Teresa Brandenburg said, of people they can call when they need
our messages. Lawmakers know that “One of the biggest things I've learned another perspective.”
when we speak to them, we’re not is that leadership is a skill we develop.

ASA Secretary Jordan Scott (SD) and ASA Treasurer Tanner Johnson (WI) met with USDA Deputy ASA Director Jamie Beyer (MN) greeted House Ag Committee Chairman
Secretary Stephen Vaden. Glenn Thompson (R-PA) at a hearing on USMCA.
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ASA Director Teresa Brandenburg (KS) joined other members of the Kansas Soybean Association on a Hill visit.
Photo courtesy of Kansas Soybean Association.

The 2010 class of Young Leaders, which included current ASA Director Brent Kohls (ND).

Many of the farmers who join their
state and national soybean associations
find that they make lifelong friends.
These connections may be the most
valuable part of getting involved.

“Some of my closest friends are
from the connections | have made from
being involved with this board,” said
South Dakota soybean farmer and ASA
Secretary Jordan Scott. “I have also
learned the importance of showing up.
If you are not there, you can’t make an
impact or important connections and
build vital relationships.”

Beyer said it’s becoming increasingly
important for the next generation of
farmers to get involved in advocacy and
understand they aren’t fighting for their
futures alone.

“Although my husband has been
farming since 1997, it wasn’t until 2013
that | realized if | didn’t get involved in
our farm, our three young daughters
wouldn’t either,” Beyer said. “Around
that time, my husband and | were
fighting an expansive statewide buffer
law that would have devastating
consequences for Minnesota farmers

and were feeling alone in our efforts.
Then we discovered grower advocacy
groups and have been hooked ever
since.”

Decisions that impact agriculture are
constantly being debated and made
in Washington, D.C. Lawmakers on
Capitol Hill won’t know what farmers
need unless those doing the work are
providing that perspective.

“Farmers should get involved
in advocacy and ASA because
we need voices in the room that
represent the depth and breadth of
soybean farmers across the country,”
Brandenburg said. “Policy will be
made whether farmers participate in
the conversation or not. If we aren’t at
the tables where those conversations
are happening, the people making
decisions don’t have the benefit of
hearing directly from those who will
live with the consequences.”

Scott added that if farmers aren’t
sharing their stories and experiences,
someone else will be part of the
conversation and “will tell them how
we farm. There are plenty of flat-out
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wrong stories about farming and the
practices we utilize.”

For those who feel they don’t have
the time to get involved right now as
a leader, ASA provides a number of
opportunities for farmers to advocate
for what they need. “You don’t have to
start by serving on a national board.
Advocacy can mean responding to
an action alert, making a phone call,
telling your story to a legislator, or
attending a meeting. You don’t have
to do everything to do something,
and individual farmer voices really do
matter,” Brandenburg said.

Farmer voices carry weight in
Washington, D.C., particularly when
growers are prepared to clearly explain
how policy decisions affect their farms
and communities.

“Legislators and buyers of soybeans
around the world trust the farmer voice
and hold it in high regard,” Scott added.

The next generation of farmer
leaders must prepare now to become
the leaders of tomorrow. If policy is
going to be enacted to benefit farmers,
farmer voices must be represented at
the table.

“We can’t wait until today’s leaders
are ready to step away before we
start preparing the next generation,”
Brandenburg said. “Leadership
development happens when we invite
someone into the room, help them
understand what is happening, answer
their questions, and then give them
meaningful opportunities to contribute.”

Scott also offered advice to farmers
considering whether to step into
leadership. “Show up, get involved,
push your boundaries, and get
uncomfortable; otherwise, you will
never grow,” he said. “Being involved on
the ASA board will help you be a better
farmer at home and teach you things
that you never even knew went on.”

The next generation of soybean
leaders won'’t be built overnight. They
will be developed the same way today’s
leaders were - by showing up, learning
from those who came before them, and
taking opportunities to use their voices.
For farmers wondering whether they
are ready to take that first step, the
message from ASA’s current leaders
is simple: you don’t have to know
everything, you just have to start.
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To create value for U.S. soy farmers To advocate for U.S. soy ¥
by investing in research, education, farmers on policy and trade. h

and promotion of U.S. soy.

TWO SEPARATE ORGANIZATIONS WITH ONE MISSION:
YOUR SUCCESS AS A SOYBEAN FARMER

U.S. soybean farmers have two powerful partners dedicated to their success—each with their
distinct roles and responsibilities.

Together, ASA and USB each are doing their part to create more profit opportunities for your
soybean farm.

unitedsoybean.org soygrowers.com

USB operates under USDA regulations prohibiting lobbying activities. Content in this ad represents collaborative efforts of USB and ASA
to advance the U.S. soybean industry. Any lobbying by ASA is independent of USB's activities.



By Farris Haley, ASA Industry Relations Manager

From High School to Higher Education: Funding Your Ag Passion With Soy Scholarship

The future of agriculture depends

entirely on cultivating bright, innovative

minds. Recognizing this need, the
American Soybean Association and
BASF Corporation have partnered
since 2008 to invest in students

who possess a deep passion for the
farming industry. For high school
seniors preparing to take their next
step into higher education, the annual
ASA-BASF Soy Scholarship provides
a substantial financial launchpad to
turn those academic dreams into
reality.

To qualify for this
competitive award,
applicants must be
current high school
seniors planning to
major in an agriculture-
related field, such as
agronomy, agriscience
education, agricultural
communications, or agribusiness,
and must be the child or grandchild of
a current member of ASA or a state
soybean association.

This program awards a total of
$7,000, disbursed in two $3,500
semester increments, supporting
students for their first year of higher
education. To secure the second half
of the funding, the recipient must
maintain successful academic progress
and remain in good standing with their
chosen institution.

The selection process is handled
by a dedicated committee of
soybean farmer leaders. Candidates
are evaluated based on academic
excellence, civic activities, and
demonstrated leadership potential,
often reflected through participation
in organizations like the National FFA
Organization or 4-H.

“The future of agriculture depends
on talented young leaders who
bring passion, innovation, and fresh

perspectives to our
industry,” said Scott

Kay, vice president of BASF
Agricultural Solutions. “BASF is
proud to continue our longstanding
partnership with the American
Soybean Association and the Soy
Scholarship program to support young
leaders who will help drive future
innovation in farming, the biggest job
on earth.”

By backing driven students, ASA
and BASF help ensure that tomorrow’s
scientists, teachers, policymakers,
and farmers have the foundational
support required to address modern
agricultural challenges. Past winners,
such as Luke McCrea of Minnesota,
have leveraged the award to fund
degrees in agricultural studies at major
institutions like lowa State University,
demonstrating the scholarship’s role
as a vital steppingstone for the next
generation of ag innovators.

“Winning this scholarship has
completely supported my studies this
year,” said McCrea, reflecting on the
impact of the award. “It’s allowed me to
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2026 Soy Scholarship Winner Luke McCrea of Minnesota

fully focus on my studies as | begin this
new phase of my life. Coming from my
family’s farm where we grow soybeans,
it feels like I’'m truly supported by an
industry I've known all my life.”

The ASA Soy Scholarship
program emphasizes grassroots
recognition, aiming to strengthen the
connection between state affiliates
and future industry leaders. It is a
great opportunity for winners to be
recognized at the local and state levels
to foster these relationships. McCrea
attended the ASA July board meeting
and interviewed with the Minnesota
Soybean Growers Association
communications team. He was also
able to meet with several directors
from the Minnesota Soybean Growers
Association during their Hill visits in
Washington, D.C.

Applications for the 2027-2028 Soy
Scholarship will be accepted online
from Oct. 1through Dec. 31, 2026.
Eligible students are encouraged to
visit soygrowers.com to submit their
applications before the deadline.



THE 2027 SOY
SGHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
IS OPEN!

Do you know of a high school senior planning to
study agriculture in college? They may be eligible for
the Soy Scholarship, a $7,000 one-time award
presented by the American Soybean Association
(ASA) through a grant from BASF Corporation!

Here’s what to know:

Open to high school seniors planning to pursue a
degree in agriculture at an accredited college or
university.

Applicants must be the child or grandchild of an ASA
member. Visit SoyGrowers.com to find out ways to
become a member.

Awarded in two $3,500 installments (one per
semester) for the upcoming school year. Recipients
must maintain academic progress and good standing
to receive the full amount.

Applications are open October through
December 31, 2026, and can be submitted online.
Visit SoyGrowers.com for full details and to access the
application.

Have questions? Contact
Farris Haley at fhaley@soy.org.
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By Doug Schilling
ASA Industry Relations Project Coordinator

2026 ASA Farmer Forum Brings Farmers & Industry Together to Explore
Conservation & Profitability

For U.S. soybean farmers, conservation have meaningful conversations about FieldLogic Agronomy Chief Revenue
decisions are increasingly connected to conservation, managing costs, and Officer Jacob Kibbons, and agronomist
the economic realities of running a farm. finding solutions that make sense both and Certified Crop Adviser Ruth McCabe
Managing input costs, protecting soil and agronomically and economically.” shared their perspectives and experiences.
water resources, navigating conservation Held ahead of the Farm Progress The final panel brought together
programs, and responding to changing Show, this year’s program emphasized representatives from USDA’s Natural
policy and market expectations all play the connection between conservation Resources Conservation Service in lowa,
a role in maintaining a productive and and farm profitability. Panels explored the Missouri Soybean Association, lowa
profitable operation. regenerative agriculture, reducing input Agriculture Water Alliance, and ASA to
The American Soybean Association costs through conservation practices, discuss conservation programs, research,
Farmer Forum brings farmers together and how agricultural organizations and policy.
with agricultural leaders and technical are addressing policy concerns while “ASA believes that every conservation
experts to discuss these issues and expanding programs and research to effort should be voluntary, incentive-
connect producers with practical support farmers. based, and meet growers where they
information they can use on their The Making Regenerative Ag Work for are” said Carson Fort. ASA director of
farms. This year’s forum, Building Your Farmers panel brought together USDA government affairs. “When government
Conservation Program and Profit Potential, Under Secretary for Farm Production policies reflect the needs of farmers, we
welcomgd 133 farmers, industry partners, and Conseryauon Rlch_ard Fordyce and increase participation, leading to more
and agrlcult'ural stakeholde@ Aug. 31 at reprgsentatlves from Flcleld to Market, resilient farming operations.”
the FFA Enrichment Center in Ankeny, PepsiCo, and ADM to discuss successful
| e ati ¢ i it Attendees also heard updates from
owa. . N implementation o rfegenlera ive agricu ‘ure ADM and the Soy Checkoff before
“The Farmer Forum is about giving and the role of public-private partnerships. L . .
o . participating in three rounds of interactive
farmers practical information they A second panel focused on ways . . . )
) . . discussions with technical experts from
can take home and use on their own farmers can use conservation practices to ) o )
. . ) - agricultural organizations and companies.
operations,” said ASA President and improve efficiency and reduce expenses
. ) o L . “The roundtables gave us a chance to
Ohio soybean farmer Scott Metzger. while maintaining productivity and soil talk directly with ; K "
L ) . ) alk direc experts, asl estions,
“By bringing farmers together with health. United Soybean Board Director ! Y with exp Questl
) and learn more about the programs and
experts from across agriculture, we can and Oklahoma farmer Brent Rendel,

resources available to farmers,” said Jim
Martin, ASA director and lllinois soybean
farmer. “It was valuable to hear different
perspectives and come away with ideas
we can take back and consider on our
own operations.”

The day concluded with a networking
reception, giving farmers, industry
representatives, and conservation experts
additional time to connect. By combining
policy, research, conservation programs,
and practical on-farm perspectives,
Farmer Forum provided producers with
information and connections to help them
evaluate conservation opportunities that

ASA and PepsiCo representatives posed for a picture in front of a PepsiCo truck that runs on B100. PepsiCo’s fleet of support their operations and long-term
trucks utilizes over 1.7 million gallons of biodiesel annually. profitability.
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By Erin Glarner
ASA Director of Industry Relations

Strengthening the Soy Industry Through the ASA Action Partnership Initiative

The ASA Action Partnership (ASAAP),
established in 2011, brings together
stakeholders across the U.S. soybean
industry to strengthen communication,
collaboration, and commitment to a
stronger, more secure industry. ASAAP
unites ASA, state affiliates, Soybean
Checkoff organizations, and industry
partners to advance and protect the
interests of U.S. soybean growers and
their ability to farm profitably. The forum
provides a platform for meaningful
dialogue and collaboration on critical
industry issues.

Significant opportunities and
challenges exist across the value chain
for stakeholders. These issues are often
complex, and in many cases, too broad for
any one organization to address alone. By
connecting farmer priorities with expertise
from across the value chain, ASAAP helps
identify practical solutions that support
grower profitability, expand demand for
U.S. soy, and advance a more unified voice
for agriculture.

“ASAAP brings soybean farmers,
industry partners, and allied organizations
together and creates an important forum
for candid discussion, relationship-
building, and coordinated action on
issues that directly affect growers - from
market access and trade to renewable
fuels, innovation, conservation, and
evolving supply-chain expectations,” said
Syngenta Industry Relations Manager
Macie O’Shaunessy. “For Syngenta,
ASAAP is more than a networking
opportunity. We value the chance to
learn from farmers and partners, build
meaningful relationships, and work
together on forward-looking plans that
help strengthen American agriculture.”

For ASA, collaboration among
corporate industry partners and state
affiliates is essential to strengthening

our collective efforts and making a
meaningful impact on the soybean
industry. “Our ASA Action Partners are
the highest tier of industry partners and
work most closely with our ASA farmer
leaders. These corporate partners provide
the highest level of support to ASA

and are trusted, valued partners as we
navigate some of the most challenging
issues facing the soybean industry,” said
ASA’s Executive Director of Industry

& State Relations Tracy Snider. “ASA
appreciates all the partnership and
collaboration, and we highly value the
work we accomplish together.”

The ASAAP initiative includes two
member meetings each year. The first
meeting is held in March in conjunction
with the ASA March Board of Directors
meeting. The second meeting is held in
August and rotates to a different location
each year. The partnership includes the
ASA Executive Committee and other
ASAAP member organization leaders.

This year’s summer ASAAP meeting
took place in Fairport, New York. The
meeting provided ASAAP members
the opportunity to focus on navigating

iy

ASAAP attendees took a tour of ASA Director Brad Macauley’s farm in New York.

—

“Farmer Profitability in an Era of Volatility”
through discussions and sessions focused
on the soy industry’s current issues and
priorities. One highlight was a panel
discussion featuring members of ASA’s
Executive Committee who shared insights
on the future of agricultural policy. ASAAP
members also had the opportunity to
hear from the dean of Cornell University’s
College of Agriculture & Life Sciences
(CALS) and enjoyed experiential activities,
including a tour of ASA Director Brad
Macauley’s farm, a visit to Letchworth
State Park, a local winery tasting
experience, and a sunset dinner cruise on
the popular Canandaigua Lake, in New
York’s Finger Lakes region.

ASA is proud to lead this collaborative
effort with key stakeholders to strengthen
communication, deepen commitment,
and foster partnership with the shared
goal of building a stronger, more resilient,
and secure soybean industry for today
and the future.

For more information
about ASAAP and its
members, scan the QR
code.

FALL 2026 1 American Soybean 1 25



ASA AWARDS CELEBRATION =~
COMMODITY CLASSIC 2027 s

MARCH 2, 2027

New Orleans, Louisiana
Hilton Riverside Hotel
Grand Ballroom

What to Expect

¢ Recognition of achievements and
excellence in the soy industry

e Networking with farmers, industry
leaders, and other members of the

soy family
e Enjoying a night of celebration with learn about the ASA ¢

food, drink, and camaraderie Awards or submit a
nomination.



SOY
CHECKOFF*

SUPPORT
FOR EVERY
PART OF
FARMING

BUILT BY SOYBEAN FARMERS. -
BACKED BY THE SOY CHECKOFE.
READY WHEN YOU NEED IT.

Visit the Soy Farmer Support Hub to find £
resources for your fields, your operation, and you. '




Protecting the Infrastructure Behind Every Harvest Bushel

By Robert Alpers, Missouri soybean farmer and Soy Checkoff farmer-leader

serving on USB’s Infrastructure and Connectivity Committee

Every fall, U.S. soybean farmers
move soybeans off the field and
into a supply chain that has to work
exactly right, at exactly the busiest
time of year. That first truck ride
from the combine to your local
elevator is only the start. From there,
the soybeans move by railcar or
barge toward river terminals, ports
and buyers around the world. None
of that moves smoothly by accident.
The Soy Checkoff calls the strategy
behind it “Value through Resilience,”
and it covers physical, digital, and
social infrastructure alike, from rural
roads and broadband to research
on climate-resilient soybeans to
clearing logistics bottlenecks like

(1) key partner is the Soy Transportation Coalition (STC), which
identifies and evaluates transportation projects while the checkoff

provides funding for research, analysis, and design work. 99

low water levels on our rivers, which
can back up barge traffic right
when harvest volume peaks. A key
partner is the Soy Transportation
Coalition (STC), which identifies and
evaluates transportation projects
while the checkoff provides funding
for research, analysis, and design
work. That partnership has backed
dredging the lower Mississippi River
to 50 feet, expanding terminal
capacity at the Port of Grays Harbor
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and the Port of Houston, and
pre-engineering work on the new
Virginia Portsmouth Agricultural
Intermodal Export Facility.

“The U.S. has the most cost-
effective, resilient, redundant supply
chain of any soy-producing country
in the world,” says Mike Steenhoek,
STC executive director.

That resiliency comes from having
more than one way to move a
bushel, which matters most during



-¥

A barge clears a set of locks on the Upper Mississippi. The Soy Checkoff is the long-term, steady investment working to make sure farmers have strong markets and the

innovation to stay competitive for years to come.

harvest, when every elevator, rail line,
and river terminal is handling volume
at once. Waterways and freight

rail carry soybeans efficiently over
long distances, while trucks handle
the critical first- and last-mile hauls
between your field, the elevator, and
everything beyond. “Our diversity

in export regions helps distribute
soybeans and soy products across
multiple channels,” Steenhoek

says. “That flexibility strengthens
reliability for customers.”

Workers load a ship with soybeans on the Lower Mississippi River near New Orleans.

| serve on the checkoff’s
Infrastructure and Connectivity
Committee, and dependable supply
is consistently one of the top things
| hear from international customers.
Our buyers can pick up the phone
365 days a year, and we will get
soybeans to them. Dependability
may matter to buyers even more
than quality - knowing our supply
is there day in and day out, harvest
season included, is worth a lot, on
top of the quality they already trust

from U.S. Soy.

That level of farmer investment
is rare in the global marketplace.
“There’s real value in seeing farmers
directly invested in supply chain
performance,” Steenhoek says.
“There’s a strong commitment not
just to talk about reliability, but to
invest in it.” That commitment is
what keeps every truckload you haul
to the elevator this harvest moving
all the way to the customer who'’s
counting on it.

A barge navigates the Mississippi River.
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What's your number?

o
Cs!?.‘};:KDFF : Take the test. (] Beat the pest.

The SCN

Funded by th

Put New

Tools to Work.
Reclaim Lost
Soyhean Yield.

You may know soybean cyst nematode
(SCN) is the No. 1 yield-robbing pest in
North American soybean fields, but do you
know what it could be costing you?

Use the SCN Profit Checker
calculator and see why active
management pays.

SCN is not the only nematode

cutting into soybean yield. The Soybean
Nematode Management Guides give
farmers practical steps to manage SCN,
root-knot, lesion and reniform nematodes.

5

MANAGE
GUIDE

Don't leave bushels in the
field. Access the guides and
put proven strategies to
work on your farm.

Telenko, D, et al. Estimated soybean yield and economic losses
caused by diseases in the United States and Ontario, Canada
from 2020 to 2024. Plant Health Progress. 2025.

Start with a soil test. Finish with a stronger management plan. Visit TheSCNCoalition.




Investing in Nigeria’s Next Generation Helps Build a Market for U.S. Soy

For U.S. soybean farmers, developing
an international market is about more
than finding a buyer today. It is about
investing in the businesses, industries,
and people who can create demand
for U.S. soy for years to come.

That is the approach ASA’s World
Initiative for Soy in Human Health
(WISHH) program takes in Nigeria,
where investments in aquaculture
are helping strengthen the country’s
fish industry while creating new
opportunities for U.S. soy.

Nigeria is home to more than 227
million people and has one of the
world’s youngest populations. Fish
is an important source of animal
protein, accounting for 28% of animal-
protein consumption. The Nigerian
government also recently announced
plans to increase production to close
the gap on what it says is a 2.2 million-
tonne fish production deficit.

As Nigeria’s aguaculture sector
grows, so does the need for high-
quality feed ingredients like U.S. soy.
WISHH’s work is helping Nigerian
feed manufacturers and fish farmers
understand how soybean meal can be
used to produce efficient, high-quality
feeds.

WISHH'’s strategy is to help
ensure growth translates into
greater opportunities for U.S. soy.
Through technical training, trade
teams, on-farm demonstrations,
and relationships with Nigerian feed
manufacturers and aquaculture
businesses, the program is building
familiarity with U.S. soy while
strengthening the local industry that
uses it.

The impact extends beyond feed-
ingredients. WISHH training has
helped Nigerian feed-industry leaders
recognize the quality, reliability,

and amino acid profile of U.S. soy.

In aquaculture, perhaps the most
important part of WISHH’s Nigeria
strategy is its investment in the next
generation.

At the U.S. Soybean Export
Council’s Nigeria: Now conference in
Lagos in June, WISHH Chair and lowa
soybean farmer Morey Hill and United
Soybean Board Director and WISHH’s
USB ex-officio Brent Renner discussed
how farmer investments in Nigeria’s
aquaculture sector can create a
stronger market for U.S. soy while
contributing to Nigeria’s food security
and economic growth.

“WISHH and U.S. farmers are
investing in Nigeria for the growth
of Nigeria’s economy and food
security because we believe that it will
translate to growth of a stronger trade
market for U.S. soy,” Hill said. “These
things happen simultaneously.”

The conversation turned to
WISHH’s Training Program for
Young Professionals (TPYP), an
internship program that provides
young aquaculture professionals with
hands-on, on-farm experience and
exposure to modern technologies and
management practices.

“Youth are going to be the next
wave of potential customers for the
soy that we grow for its use for feed,”
Hill said.

The program is already producing
professionals who are helping shape
Nigeria’s aquaculture industry. Lydia
Taiwo, a TPYP graduate who now
works for Karma Feeds, explained
how the program set her up for her
current role.

“The TPYP program made me a
competitive candidate for my job
at Karma Feeds,” Taiwo said. “Now,
| advise other fish farmers about
soy utilization and feed formulation

in an official capacity. It has been

an important driver of business for
our company.” Taiwo noted that she
tells farmers that U.S. soy is the best
quality for feed.

Sejiro Oke-Tojinu, CEO of SejFarms,
hosts TPYP participants at his
farm, giving young professionals
the opportunity to connect their
university education with practical,
on-farm experience.

WISHH has leveraged United
Soybean Board funding at SejFarms
to demonstrate best practices and
create training opportunities for the
next generation of what WISHH calls
“fishpreneurs.”

The importance of that next
generation is recognized throughout
Nigeria’s feed industry.

Seyi Adeleke-lge of Skretting
Nigeria noted at the Nigeria: Now
conference that her company relies
on well-trained youth to be the
future of the market. “The success
of Skretting’s business and other
businesses in Nigeria depends on
trained youth,” Adeleke-Ige said. “We
alone cannot do it, and that creates
a win for farmers in the United States
and Nigeria.”

The work is a long-term investment.
As Renner summarized after visiting
the latest TPYP cohort at SejFarms,
programs that develop people and
strengthen local industries can create
lasting opportunities for U.S. soybean
farmers.

“My final thought is that these are
the type of programs that are a long-
term investment
in U.S. soy and it
helps diversify our
markets,” Renner
said.

For more information,
scan the QR code.
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The American Soybean Association’s mission is to advocate for
U.S. soybean farmers by supporting:

A strong farm economy and policies that enable and enhance crop production.

Global and domestic market opportunities along with farmer-funded, farmer-
led programs that drive demand for U.S. soy.

A reliable transportation and infrastructure system that contributes to the
competitiveness of U.S. agriculture.

That’s why ASA matters. ’ ASA

American Soybean
Association ¢

Joining your state soybean association supports ASA’s work in Washington, D.C. | Visit ASA at SoyGrowers.com




